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ANAESTHETIC/THEATRE DIRECTORATE 
 

DMH /BAGH THEATRE LOCAL POLICY FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF 

PATIENTS TO AND IN THE OPERATING THEATRE 

 

 

OVERALL AIM 

 
To ensure patients are transported safely to the operating theatre and back to the 
ward using safe and appropriate means of transport. 
 
 

SCOPE 
 

This policy relates to all health care personnel working within the Anaesthetic / 
Theatre department. 

 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 
1.  To prevent risk of injury to patients or staff by using inappropriate means of 
transportation. 
 
2.  To take into consideration other factors which may affect patients well being, for 
example,  age,  patients ethnic origins, general infirmity such as deafness or visual 
impairment, drug addiction or alcohol in the pre-operative phase and to provide 
qualified assistance to post-operative patients. 
 
3.  All staff are to be aware of the Trust Moving and Handling policy and 
recommendations included in the Guide to Handling of Patients 4th copy, with 
reference to the equipment utilised in moving patients from trolley to patient bed. 
 
 

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE 

 
WALKING PATIENTS TO THEATRE  
 

 Patients should be assessed by ward Registered Practitioners 

 The patient is physically able to walk to theatre  

 The patient has suitable footwear preferably their own well fitting slippers and 
dressing gown.  

 Patient is escorted by a member of the ward staff 
 

 
 
PATIENT TRANSFER TROLLEYS 
 
-  should have the following equipment 
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 tilt mechanism - preferably head up and head down 

 Provision for an IV line transfusion pole 

 emergency equipment for airway management 

 oxygen cylinder, tubing, flowmeter and mask 

 portable suction 

 side support bars 

 wheel brakes. 
 
 
 
PATIENT BEDS 
 
-  should have the following equipment until arrival on the ward 

 a portable oxygen cylinder with tubing and mask 

 portable suction apparatus 

 emergency equipment for airway management  

 a transfusion stand if required 
 
 
CHILDREN’S TRANSPORT 
 
There are several modes of transport available for children to come to theatre. 
These are dependant on age and the ability of the child to manoeuvre the vehicle. 
This transport is only available to transport to theatre not for transfer back to the 
ward post operatively. 
 
WHEELCHAIRS 
 
-  should be fully serviceable with 

 correctly inflated tyres where fitted 

 functioning brakes 

 correctly fitted foot rests 
 
 
 

ACTION RATIONALE 

  

1.1. Prior to transfer to theatre 
patients should be assessed by a 
registered practitioner prior to their 
departure from the ward to ensure the 
correct mode of transportation and 
escort is identified. 
 

a) The use of premedication and 
pupil dilation drugs can affect 
patients’ normal responses, causing 
drowsiness restlessness or blurred 
vision. 
b) A qualified member of staff may be 
required to accompany the patient 
depending on the state of health or 
welfare of the patient. 
 

1.2. Staff who provide escort to 
patients should demonstrate 

Competency is essential to prevent 
avoidable harm and to maintain 
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competency in the operation of the 
equipment that is available. 
 

safety to the patient and the operator. 

1.3. Staff should be aware of the 
nearest clinical area where they may 
seek assistance in case of 
emergency. 
 

There is a potential danger of patient 
collapse between clinical areas. 

1.4. In the transportation of children 
nursing staff need to assess the 
fitness to use the cars available, 
taking into consideration age, ability 
of the child to control the vehicle and 
the patients’ size. 
 

The safety of the patient must be 
maintained at all times with the 
assistance of staff and parents. 

1.5. When transporting the empty 
cars to the ward, personnel should 
use the transporting trolley device 
provided. 
 

To avoid injury to the staff and 
damage to the vehicle. 

1.6. When transporting patients in 
wheelchairs, the nurse should assess 
the suitability eg. patients should be 
fully mobile and not sedated. 
 

To prevent inadvertent injury to the 
patient due to sedation or insufficient 
support in the wheelchair. 

1.7. Patients walking to theatre 
should always be pre-assessed by 
staff to ensure suitability eg. not be 
sedated and wear appropriate 
footwear. 

To maintain patient safety at all 
times. 

1.8. Patients should be attended by 

a member of staff at all times. 
 

To prevent injury to the patient and 
be aware that there is a potential 
danger of patient collapse at any 
time. 

1.9. As well as observing the 

patient the ward nurse should 

assist in guiding the trolley. 
 

To prevent injury resulting from 
additional strain placed on personnel 
in manoeuvring trolleys and beds 
around corners and in and out of lifts. 
 

2.1. The patient should be escorted 
by a suitably qualified member of 
staff. 
 

Patients can experience problems 
during transport, staff must be able to 
identify potential problems and 
implement appropriate interventions. 
 

2.2. Registered practitioners should 
remain at patient side near the head 
of beds / trolleys when moving. 
 

Registered Practitioners must be able 
to observe patients condition and be 
able to give immediate assistance in 
case of respiratory distress or 
vomiting. 
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2.3. Staff should ensure that all 
intravenous infusions, catheters and 
drains are secure before moving. 
 

To prevent disconnection or injury to 
the patient whilst in transit. 

3. Staff should demonstrate 
competency in operating all transport 
equipment and be aware of the Trust 
moving and handling policy. 
 

To enable staff to be aware of the 
latest recommendations regarding 
moving and handling with reference 
to all modes of patient transportation. 

Staff should attend a Moving and 

Handling update on an annual 

basis. 
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